
Myrtle Bank Punch
A true cocktail mystery
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Patio Bar
Myrtle Bank Hotel



The Myrtle Bank Hotel was built in the 1800s. It was owned by Scotsman James Gall 
and was converted from a Shipyard into a special boarding house and offered 
personal health advice on health issues. By 1875 when downtown Christmas Bazaars 
become popular and draw large crowds, the Myrtle Bank became a recreational and 
social center. A music stand was erected in the center of its tropical garden and the 
West India Regiment Band entertained large crowds twice a week. When Gall died the 
property was acquired by the Government and a modern Hotel with long French 
Windows that open on all sides into verandahs was built on the side in preparation 
for the great exhibition of 1891. It was destroyed in the 1907 earthquake, 
reconstructed in 1918 and sold to the United Fruit Company. At that time, it was the 
largest Hotel in Jamaica, with 205 rooms and a filtered salt-water Pool.
The spot where this elegant once stood has now become urban shadows of former 
elegance, including an empty lot by the water where the Myrtle Bank Hotel once one 
of the Caribbean's most glamorous had stood. The vacant space now borders a 
parking lot where hundreds of young people reveled to loud dance hall beats in the 
middle of a Sunday afternoon.



Myrtle Bank Hotel Jamaica History - The Best Picture History
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1891
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1891

Jamaica International Exhibition - Wikipedia

The Great Exposition of 1891
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The Great Exhibition of 1897



History of Punch

History of Punch





The Jamai Planter’s Punch

History of 
Planter’s Punch



History of the 
Myrtle Bank 
Hotel

Hell
in the

Pacific

This week we have a new take on a 1930s classic. The Hell In the Pacific is from Jeff Berry's Grog Log. It's his 
version of the Myrtle Bank Punch, a drink popular in the 1930s, and originating at the Myrtle Bank Hotel in 
Kingston, Jamaica. Berry has a bit of fun with this one, (if it's possible to have fun with WWII symbolism?) 
turning it into a symbol of the Pacific Theater of World War II. The grenadine gives it an almost blood-red 
color and of course you cannot miss the miniature USA and Japanese flags used to garnish the drink. Apart 
from the drink requiring a mini craft project (creating the flags) this is a simple one with only a few 
ingredients:



Don’t’ forget 
the Garnishes
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