
The Mai Tai…..buT noT The 
“original” Mai Tai.



The Original Mai Tai Recipe

• 2 Ounces 17-year-old J. Wray and Nephew 

Jamaican Rum

• ½ ounce Holland De Kuyper Orange Curacao

• ½ ounce French Garnier Orgeat

• ¼ ounce Rock Candy Syrup

• Juice from one whole lime
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The “Godfather” of  Tiki, Don Beach… But this 

story isn’t about him! (1933)



The man, 
         The legend… 

“Trader Vic”
Bergeron



Renaissance Man





‘O ka ho’ohalike ke 

‘ano ki’eki’e o ka 

ho’omali’i.





Original Hinky Dinks. 1934-1936



1937-1972





Trader Vic’s moves to Emeryville, 1972



As of 2022, there are three Trader Vic's restaurants in the United States, 

two in Europe, ten in the Middle East, two in East Asia, and one in 
Seychelles.

During the Tiki culture fad of the 1950s and 1960s, as many as 25 Trader 

Vic's restaurants were in operation worldwide. They all featured the 

popular mix of Polynesian artifacts, unique cocktails, and exotic cuisine. 

The chain of restaurants grew and is credited as one of the first 

successful themed chains, a marketing model that many other restaurants 
followed.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiki_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polynesian_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theme_restaurant


Fun FacT……Trader Vic’s 
in Havana, Cuba.



“TiKi” in The MoVies.
         Who can you name?



Mai Tai

History of  the 

(Not Really)



Did you know?

In Tahiti, Mai Tai is 

pronounced “May Tay”. 

We’ve been saying it wrong 

for over 80 years!



Chronology of  the Recipe….

• 1934 Q. B. Cooler. Don Beach. Hmm…Maybe Mai Tai Swizzle. 

• 1944 Mai Tai. Victor Bergeron. BOOM!!!!

• 1950”s Exhausted the worldwide supply of  Wray and Nephew 17yo and 15yo Jamaican 
Rum.

• 1950’s started experimenting with mixing rums to emulate the flavor of  the original Wray 
and Nephew 17yo Jamaican Rum. Vague information stated using a combination of  an aged 
Jamaican Rum with a “Martinique” Rum. (debate on if  it was Agricole)

• 1970s to 1980s…everything goes to shitake!

• 1990s to Current…Tiki Cocktail Revival lead by Jeff  “Beachbum” Berry. 





The greaT ruM debaTe…..





Martinique 2023 vs Martinique 1950’s



Fun Fact….Did you know? Hogo or Funk…. 



And then there is… 

          “Getting Mai Tai’d”



And the winner is….



So, when did the Mai Tai enter the 
national consciousness? 



FroM “also ran’ To exoTic cocKTails 
“Triple crown” winner



The sparK ThaT liT The Fire…….



75 Years after 
iTs creaTion… 
the Mai Tai is 
now front and 
center! 





Controversy and the Courts

Will the real creator of  the 

original Mai Tai please stand up!







Everything Goes to Shitake!...1970-1990

Royal Hawaiian Hotel, Waikiki



When did things go wrong…..Disco killed Tiki! 



Mai Tai singing “History”



The Birth…..

The Slow Death…

And Rebirth of  Tiki!



Tiki Revival…. Hallelujah!

Jeff  Beachbum Berry: Grog Log, 1998, Intoxica, 2003

Sven Kristin: The Book of  Tiki, 2000



For Brother Kenny
I hope 

you 

enjoyed 

my Mai 

Tai’s…

Thank 

You!

Mahalo Nui Loa! 


	Slide 1: The Mai Tai…..but not the “original” Mai Tai.
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Table of Contents
	Slide 5: The “Godfather” of Tiki, Don Beach… But this story isn’t about him! (1933)
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Renaissance Man
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Original Hinky Dinks. 1934-1936
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Trader Vic’s moves to Emeryville, 1972
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Fun Fact……Trader Vic’s in Havana, Cuba.
	Slide 17: “TIKI” in the Movies.          Who can you name?
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Chronology of the Recipe….
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: The Great Rum Debate…..
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Martinique 2023 vs Martinique 1950’s
	Slide 25: Fun Fact….Did you know? Hogo or Funk…. 
	Slide 26: And then there is…            “Getting Mai Tai’d”
	Slide 27: And the winner is….
	Slide 28: So, when did the Mai Tai enter the national consciousness? 
	Slide 29: From “also ran’ to Exotic Cocktails “Triple Crown” Winner
	Slide 30: The Spark that lit the Fire…….
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: Controversy and the Courts
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: Everything Goes to Shitake!...1970-1990
	Slide 37: When did things go wrong…..Disco killed Tiki! 
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: Tiki Revival…. Hallelujah!
	Slide 41

