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ROUND 1: DR FUNK OF TAHITI

Recipe

2 ½ oz Dark Jamaican Rum (Coruba)

¼ oz Grenadine

½ oz Rich Demerara Syrup

½ oz Lemon Juice

½ oz  Lime Juice

¼ oz Herbsaint

Flash blend with ice, then open pour 
into Collins glass. Garnish with lime 
shell and mint.

History

Trader Vic’s Book of Food and Drink

• 1946

Adapted by Smuggler’s Cove

Don used light rum & club soda

Only tiki drink with 
actual Polynesian 

roots



HERE COME SAMOA THEM EUROPEANS

1722: First European contact by the Dutch

1820s: American whalers
• First important economic development
• Water, firewood, provisions, crewmen

1830: Protestant missionaries (English)
• John Williams, London Missionary Society
• Apia dry until 1850!

1855: Godeffroy & Sohn
• Hamburg-based shipping company
• Coconut oil
• HQ at Apia

1886-1899: Samoan Civil Wars
• Colonial powers: USA, Britain, Germany
• Succession Dispute; RL Stevenson
• Samoan Crisis, 1889
• 1899 Tripartite Convention – German & 

American Samoa

Jacob Roggeveen’s Voyage, 1722

Whaling: No Fun for Anyone
German Consulate at Apia, 1870



OUR HERO: DOCTOR IN PARADISE

Dr. Bernhard Funk
• Born 1844, Neubrandenburg

1878: Medical officer for Hamburg-American Steamship (HAPAG)
• High unemployment after German unification

1880: Arrives in Apia as medical officer for Godeffroy
• First Western medical doctor in South Pacific
• Later for municipality of Apia

Apia: “Nexus that joined Samoa to a foreign world”
• Much introduced disease as a port town
• Typhus, influenza, TB, dysentery, measles, mumps, 

whooping cough, venereal disease, etc
• Shark attacks, tidal waves
• Plague

Treated both settlers and indigenous
• Tension between Funk’s practice and traditional Samoan 

practice
• Regardless of ability to pay – Samoa ‘Uma, 1902

Earned reputation throughout South Pacific



Kurze Anleitung zum 
Verständniss der Samoanischen 

Sprache. Grammatik und 
Vokabularium

OUR HERO: BEYOND PRACTICE

First marriage to Leonora Hayes
• Daughter of infamous pirate Cpt Bully Hayes
• She runs off with their son, incurs debts

Second marriage to Samoan Chief’s Daughter
• Senitima Funk
• Highly regarded by German “high society”

Took an interest in Samoan culture & language
• Learned Samoan & English
• First document on Samoan language and grammar, 1893
• Contributed over 250 artifacts to museum in 

Neubrandenburg (still exists)

Major contributions to meteorology
• Awarded Red Eagle Medal for Weather Reporting, 1910

Founding of Apia Observatory

New German government, 1900
• Seen as part of the “old guard”
• Demoted in 1904 for “going troppo” [troppenkoller, tropical 

madness]

Leaves Samoa 1911, dies in Germany



OUR HERO: TWO CLAIMS TO FAME

Personal physician to Robert Louis Stevenson (1889)
• Close friend of the family
• Many mentions in RLS letters and Fanny’s diary
• Present at Stevenson’s Death, 1894

• Attended each others parties & drank together
• “Beerbarrel Funk”
• Infamous for bierabend in huts (fale) at his house
• Malanga: multi-village binge over several days

Raison du Rassemblement

• White Shadows in the South Seas
~Frederic O’Brien 1919

• Mystic Isle of the South Seas, Frederic O’Brien, 
1921

• NYT 1920

• Adrift in the South Seas, Murray MacCallum, 1934

“Boisterous surgeon  

with a strident voice”

“It would never do to quarrel with the 

doctor – and the doctor, though he tipples 

a little and gabbles much, is a good man 

whom I respect.”



ROUND 2: THE ORIGINAL

Recipe

1 ½ oz Absinthe

1 oz Grenadine

1 oz Lime

Shake with ice, open pour into 
Mai Tai glass. Fill with crushed 
ice. No garnish.

History

Original ingredients preferred 
by the man himself (adapted)

Absinthe ban  

• France, 1905
(most of Polynesia)

• Germany, 1923
(Samoa)

• France lifted in colonies, 
1925

White Shadows in the South Seas, 
1929



ENTER THE BEACHCOMBER

Ernest Gannt travels to Polynesia, 1929

• Uncle’s yacht as representative of the owner

• Lands in Papeete, Tahiti

• “A whole year passed island hopping.”

Bum presumes Donn encountered Dr Funk in Tahiti

Return to US, 1931

Dr Funk on original Don the Beachcomber menus

• Light rum, Pernod, grenadine, lime

SPECULATION ALERT: 

  Did Dr. Funk inspire EG to include Pernod in his 

  early creations?



PROLIFERATION

Very often copied by early tiki bars (as with other DB 
drinks)

• Trader Vic: Dr Funk of Tahiti (Round 1)
• Tiki Ti 

Very often the name was adapted (as with other DB 
drinks)

• Brought along with OG bartenders
• Absinthe/Herbsaint is signature element
• Mr Funk
• Dr Fong – Mai Kai, Bali Hai, Kon Tiki

• Dr Wong
• Dr Sam Tee 

Chinese restaurants began serving tiki drinks
• Became popular in the 1950s
• Hired Asian tiki bartenders
• Often served in Fu Manchu Mug
• Dr Funk -> Dr Fu?



ROUND 3: TRAITEUR

Recipe

1 ½ oz Demerara Rum (ED 5)

½ oz Rhum Agricole Vieux

¾ oz Benedictine

½ oz Sweet Vermouth

¼ oz Grenadine

1 oz Lemon Juice

¼ oz Herbsaint

2 dash Angostura

Shake with ice, open pour into 
tiki mug or other vessel. Garnish 
with lemon shell. 

History

Concept: smash together Dr 
Funk and La Louisiane

Traiteur

• Traditional cajun faith healer

• Combines Catholic prayer 
and medicinal remedies

• Complement to, not 
substitute for, conventional 
medicine

• Tradition passed down to 
opposite gender

• Payment cannot be 
requested



END
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